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that the soul is essentially above fate, and equal to Jove himself. Stoicism escaped the moral consequences of its pantheism only by disregarding speculative consistency, and asserting the most manifest contradictions with truly Roman audacity. Pass to Spinoza. He had the merit of at least making desperate efforts to attain consistency. What sort of moral creed, then, did he deduce from pantheistic principles ? One which almost looks as if it had been the joint production of a Thomas a Kempis and a Thomas Hobbes, containing, as it does, along with a rule of life which is rather too good for saints so long as they are in the flesh, another which is only followed by the brutes. Spinoza was a naturally noble-minded man, and so he taught that virtue is the intellectual love of God; but he was also a pantheist and a reasoner, and therefore he taught, too, that the measure of man's right is his power and appetite; that the best right is that of the strongest In like manner, whenever Hegelian pantheism has been fully thought out and clearly expressed, evil has been maintained to be essential to the self-manifestation of God and necessarily involved in the existence of good, might has been proclaimed to be right, success has been held to be its own sufficient justification, war has been defended on immoral grounds, and personal liberties have been despised. The whole history of panthe-